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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ . . . .

news release
FOR RELEASE:

13 October 1992

WASHINGTON -- 15th District Congressman Kika de la Garza today
announced that the Congress has enacted a comprehensive veterans' health
package that has been sent to the President for his signature.
The south
Texas Congressman said, the bill is far reaching in it goals and confirms
our commitment here in Congress to addressing the needs of those who have
safeguarded the freedoms which we as a nation hold so dear.
Highlights of the measure are as follows:
Authorizes the VA to establish a registry for veterans of the
Persian Gulf War, a tracking device for long-term health effects they
might experience as a result of exposure to burning oil fires and other
environmental conditions in Kuwait.
Requires the VA to offer medical
exams to Gulf veterans as part of the tracking procedure.
Establishes a comprehensive health services program for women
veterans, which includes counseling for women who were sexually harassed
or assaulted while in military service.
on women veterans' health care issues.

Provides a new emphasis on research

Requires pharmaceutical companies to discount drugs
federal purchasers, including VA hospitals.

sold to major

Authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) to enter into
an agreement with the Secretary of Defense to expand the availability
of health care sharing arrangements with the Department of Defense (DOD)
during the period before 1 October 1996. During that period:
VA may provide services on a space-available basis to any CHAMPUS
beneficiary under VA/DOD sharing arrangements, including situations where
there is no DOD health care facility or where such a facility will be
closing.
Conditions the implementation of any ag~eements under this
expanded authority on the VA Chief Medical Director's certification that
the agreement (a) would result in improving services to eligible veterans
at that facility, and (b) would not result in denying or delaying access
1.)

to care for veterans.

2.)

DOD may provide

health

care

services

to

CHAMPVA beneficiaries

under

sharing agreements.

Requires
in or adjacent
may smoke.
The
have appropriate

VA to establish and maintain a suitable, ventilated area
to each of its hospitals in which patients or residents
specially designated areas must be easily accessible and
heating and air conditioning.
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it comes to caring for our veterans,
Congressman said, our country has a history of being second to
Passage of this legislation is reassurance of that fact.
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